Design and Technology at
Harvills Hawthorn

Intention

At Harvills Hawthorn Primary School, we are committed to providing a curriculum
that stimulates curiosity, imagination and creativity. We believe in fostering
enjoyment, satisfaction and purpose in designing and making. Our broad design and
technology curriculum will enable our pupils to investigate how things work and
communicate ideas and information through a variety of media, allowing them to
develop visual literacy. Our teaching will also allow pupils to think critically and to
evaluate their own work and that of others, thus developing a specialist vocabulary.
Through our curriculum, which reflects the National Curriculum Programmes of
Study, we will provide opportunities for our pupils to:

think about what products are used for and the needs of the people who use
them

consider and select appropriate tools, materials (including sustainable materials)
and techniques for making a product, whilst following safety procedures

explore attitudes towards the world and how we live and work within it

develop an understanding of the technological processes, products and their
manufacture and contribution to our society and the wider world

Implementation

At Harvills Hawthorn Primary School, we pride ourselves on the consistent approach
to teaching and learning that can be observed across all phases of school. This is
achieved through our commitment to cutting edge, research-based CPD in addition
to quality-first teaching on a daily basis. Expectations of staff and pupils are high,
resulting in good or outstanding progress in all phases. There is a universal
understanding of what great teaching, learning and assessment should entail. These
strategies are consistently used throughout school and it is the expectation of
leadership that all lessons will include a variety of these to enable learners to reach
their full potential. Active learning is essential in all aspects of the lesson. All staff
use the same terminology so that learners develop a knowledge and understanding
of the different ways they learn.

At Harvills, we believe great teaching, learning and assessment must include the
following:

-Understanding the Content
- Creating a Supportive Environment

-Maximising Opportunities to Learn




- Activating Hard Thinking (building ratio)

Each lesson begins with ‘Rapid Retrieval’ designed to improve children’s retrieval
skills. The purpose of this is to revisit prior learning in order to improve long term

memory. Teachers ensure that Rapid Retrieval includes both recent learning and
learning from previous topics.

We are working hard to promote our pupils’ English and ensure that they all achieve
to the very best of their ability. Pupils are encouraged to read widely and often.
English is fundamental to all subjects. Consequently, we believe that all stakeholders
have a role to play in supporting and developing our pupils’ English skills to ensure
they can communicate effectively in today’s society. All children are expected to
follow our school’s non-negotiables for presentation. This includes a focus on
learning to write in the cursive script.

At Harvills Hawthorn Primary School, our design and technology curriculum is
delivered through a focus week which takes place at week 7 of blocks 1, 3 and 5.

Focus Week

In week 7 of blocks 1, 3 and 5, each year group in Key Stage One and Key Stage
Two has an area of D&T to study. During the focus week, teaching and learning
includes:

investigating
planning
making
evaluating

Final pieces may be displayed in year group areas of the corridor and are compiled
(photographs) in individual A4 portfolio books.

Impact

At Harvills Hawthorn Primary, we embrace the philosophy of giving pupils the
opportunity to design and make products that are relevant, real and useful. Our
design and technology curriculum allows pupils to develop confidence and
enthusiasm as they make links between other areas of the curriculum such as
language development, mathematics, science and computing, as well as connecting
with the wider world.

By the end of Key Stage Two, our pupils will have knowledge and understanding of
the technological processes, products and their manufacture and contribution to our
society and the wider world. They will be able to choose and use the correct
materials, tools, techniques and subject specific language for design and technology.

Pupils should achieve at least age-related expectations at the end of their cohort
year.




